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The new_cabinet: The long exasting feud between King Farouk and Prime
Mmister Nahas Pasha has appayenily been submerged for the time being.
Sinee the margin held by Nahas Wafdis: Party in the mew Chamber of
Deputies 15 so overwhelming (228 oui of 319 seats), be has been able to
place party men in all 17 cabinet posiiuns, tn eight cases appointing

men who served in his wartime goversment Moreover, the King's
appointment of the outgoing premier, Sirry Pasha, as bead of the Royal
Cabinet mnay improve pPalace-Wafdist relaxtons somewhat, since Sirry
was primarily responsibic for the fact that the recent elections which
poterned the Wafd to power were ires of government interference. Despite
ontward harmony with the Watd, howsver, Farouk is expocted to insulate
the Egyptian armed forces against uniimited Wafdist control by appoini-
img the retiring War Minister, Haidar Pasha, as Chief of Staff.
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Cavinet sbakeup: The recest shakeup in Prime Minister Sacd’s cabinet

faded to change the ministerial lineup to the extent that the general public
bad expected, possibly because of reluctance on the part of some potential
choices to enter a cabinet which must e i5ign as soon 28 the Majlis opens.

Nevertheless, the new cabinet vepresedis sowme improvement over its

predecessor, notably in its inclusion of cbres relatively youthful vewcomers,

in the replacement of Foreign Minister Hekmat, whose latest ineptitude
was the proposed expuision order against Iraqi Jews, and in the termina-
tion of Ceneral Ahmadi’s long occupation of the Ministry of War.

Saed will probably retain the premiership long enough to steer

the attempt to get the COMIOVer sial Anglo-iranian Oil Company agreement

ratified by tbe Majiis. After ghat, however, ihe Shah will probably act
on his belief that Iran's present eCorOXIRG and social probleras reguire
a more forceful man at ghe helm--and may cven be giving serious con-

’_-.‘AmmmMAdAlv rumored candidacy of Chief of Staff Ragmara,
25X6A ' .
_ Razmara s alrgady strong po_slt'lm_l

was even further improved by the dropping of General Ahmadi, who had
long been critical of him, in favor of Genera! Yagdan Paiab, formerly
chiet of the Shah’s military household. Razmara also benefits by the
recent removal of the sepluagenarian 7darshal Shabbzkhbti from the mili-

tary governorship of Agerbatjan; while the inept Shabbakbti has beon given

g¢he job of the civilian Governor General, the real power remains in the
hands of the military commanders, who now report directly to Razmara.,
Despite these developments, there is a5 yet no substantial indication that
the Shah supports Razmara s ambitions, and it is unlikely that the Shah
would agree to his selection as prime minicter unless convinced that no
civilian was available capable of puiting through the drastic measures
required to alleviate Iran’'s presenl difficuliies.
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NOTED IN BRIEF

Rumers that the Turkish Government may steal a march on the less
well-organized opposition parties by advancing the date of the forth-
coming general elections may have some basis in fact; it is possible
that the voting rmight be acheduled for as much as three months before
the expiratior in July of the customary four-year period bstween
elactions. Allegations that the government party may utilize an early
clection date to evade its promise to epct electoral reform, however,
deserve little credence, inasmuch as government leaders undoubtedly
realize that such a course of actiop could be politically suicidal. What-
sver date is set, therefore, the election 8 almost certain to be conducted
upder the new procedures, which (however reiuctantly) the government
party is now openly committed Lo support.

-5 *

There are signs of a recrmidescence of Pan-Turanianism in Turkey,
apparently inspired by refugees to Turitey who report upon Soviet mal-
treatment  of Turkish pecples. The Turkish Government, which
usually represses manifescations of racism even more severely than .
signs of Communism, has not recently taken any such action. The evidence
is not nearly sufficicnt, however, to be inerpreted as representing any
change in governmental policy.

% % @

The current impasse in the Israeli-Jordan negoiiations {8 unlikely {o be
resolved butore (he question of the internationalization of Jerusalem comes
hafors the UN Trusteoshp Council The Council is acheduled to open its
sossion at Geneva on 19 January, but it i5 probable that the formulation

of a trustesship agreement for Somaltiand will be taken up first. Even
with the benefit of this delay, however, the current differences hetween
Israel and Jordan appsar too great 0 permit a solution to be reached in
the time availabie,

i * )
MAPAM s explanaiion of the Soviet vote mn the GA for internationaliza-
tion of Jerusalem bas thrown cold water on the hope that the USSR’s
artion would diminish Soviat influence on left wing elements in Israel.
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MAPAM explains that the USSR was forced muno this siand by the Israeli
Government's contipued anti-Soviet policy, and further, that the USSR s

nok aiigned with the Vatican and the Arans, since it never voied for sanctions
agamst Inrael. By the same devious thinking, MAPAM conciudes that |
lack of US action, not the Soviet vote, decided the outcome. It appeaxrs

ihat in this case the USSR i3 to be allowed to have her cake and eat it too.

R L #

Amid persistent reports of ar impending fouwrth coup in Syria, Colonel
Shishakli, the leader of the December coup, i8 visiting Farouk and on
Saud {o gain Bgyptian and Saudi Arabian support for the present govern=
ment. Meanwhile, Akram Haursni, the Mindster of Defense and Shisbhaklt’s
alter ego in the cabinet, is attempting to strengthen the government s
internal position by disseminaring the lmprassion that Syria’s current
leaders are on good terms with the US, Both Shishakli and Haurani are
well aware of the factions threaiening their dominasie--the supporters of
a Syrian-Iraqi uniop, thos: who wish €0 iecatl ex-Prosident Shukry
Quwwatli, and independent Army leaders who are intriguing against the
present government for reasons of privace awmbition. i ac any time the
present leaders should believe that a revolt by any of these groups were
imminent, they might well resort o wholesals arrest or ligquidation of the
oppoaents in order to mainiain themselves in office.

Tha raturn to Tehran on 16 Janvary of Soviet Arobassador 1. V. 8
ray presage a clariication of the USSR s prasent attitude toward Dran.
Simce Sadchikov's departurs in April 1949, there bas been much specula-
rion 0 the effect that be was bejng held in Moscow pending a review of
Sovict policy vis-a-vis Iram.

@3 i ¥
Another indication that the Shah is goiny ahead with his plans for 2
150,000-man army is provided by the asw army budget, which calls for

expenditures 80 percent greatar than those of last year. The new budget
has now heen approved by the Minister of Finasce. :
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confureace of Commonwealith Foreip:»
Ministers has failed to produce any results which may be expected to
ralieve the tension of Indo-Pakisrani relations. Formal discussions
excluded the question of economic warfare between India and Pakistan
and did not touch upon Eashmir. During informal conversations with
British Foreign Secretary Bevin, Prime Minister Nehru of India and
Finance Minister Chulam Mohammed of Pakistan both promtsed to
attempt ¢o break the rrade deadlock now threatening the economies of
their countries, but there is little evidence as yet that these promises
will be implemented. Eashmir was not mentioned.
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